PALAVA- Concept Note
Palava is a large urban development in Dombivali, an eastern suburb of Mumbai spread over 2800 acres sitting on two parcels of land, and the first of the parcel being 890 acres will house over 4 lakh people when completed. The site sits between the Sahyadri foothills and the western seaboard.
The conception of the overall master plan for this has been done with a careful analysis of the existing land forms, its features and an in-depth study of the flora of the region, to create an overall balanced built environment.
The principle aim has been to create a city that is in touch with nature which influences and nourishes the environment and at the same time improving the quality of urban life.
To achieve this, it uses several devices at varying scales and levels from conceptualization to planning. 
Site investigation reveals a range of natural features that become the basis of specific open space design for the development. The riverfront, the lake forms a natural landmark along with a swales, grasslands and rocky outcrops. These provide an adequately diverse palette for design with a truly enriching landscape that works with both the specificity within the types as well as the requirements of the city. 

The Grid iron planning benefits in several layers, it not only  organizes growth in terms of phasing, gives economic flexibility, provides for easy navigation/ movement with well structured street network but also offers other flexibility for developments over a period of time.

While at the macro level the proposed development takes care of the natural elements and planning flexibilities, at micro level it addresses the issue of site planning /built and inbuilt in an environmentally sensitive manner.
The proposed development tries to ensure careful conservation of the existing deep soil cover that exist a few pockets/strips amidst the rocky outcrops and rocky substrata with thin layer of soil.
The development is so planned that it does not disturb the natural surface hydrology of the site and ensures minimum filling done in low lying areas and absolutely no cutting done on the rocky strata maintain the natural gradient of the land.
The vegetation on site is classified into Grove along river edge, marsh, trees within grassland and isolated trees in field through a detail characteristic mapping and analysis that identifies fully grown and mature trees on site to be retained / transplanted with respect to proposed master plan. 

The Design guidelines that form the basis for this development give due importance to the key factors of environmental improvement and enhancement. These include; improving the top soil quality through plantation that fix nitrogen and increasing the bio-diversity by introducing indigenous vegetal cover that attracts avi fauna.    
The planning focuses on creating multi-scale open space- from individual block level greens to maidans and large parks along the river and lakes. The hierarchy of built and open spaces is systematically created by large parklands and park circuits that are governed by walkability distances.  The open spaces/ neighborhood greens strive to achieve an efficient and sustainable water and maintenance regimes.
A positive pedestrian environment is created as Schools, neighborhood centers, Religious places and other amenities are planned within the walkability distances from every residential block. 
In all, the development try to create opportunity of diverse range of programs within a cohesive master plan that is primarily essential to improving the quality of urban life.
