Palava-2 - Site walk and discussions on the Urbanscape:
Date : 23rd April 2015
Attended by: 
Shaishav Dharia, Aniket Bhagwat (PBB), Kiran Kapadia (KAPL), Ajay Singh (Lodha CM), Ajay Gandhewar (Lodha Design), Riyaz Vasowala (KAPL), Ebrahim (KAPL), Supriya Ambavane (Lodha Design), Juhi Prasad (PBB), Rajesh Patil (Lodha Design).


Discussion Notes:
1. For understanding the overall urbanscape for the proposed development and to identify the critical areas that may need design interventions; it is essential to have perspectives from the various viewing points for pedestrian and vehicular viewers. From these jointly it can be decided which areas, surfaces, views need to be treated.
2. It was noted that the development is dense and the residential buildings and the overall development has a sharp character, which may not need major design interventions.
3. On the central avenue since the clusters are oriented E-W, with the primary building facades facing N & S, there are blank walls (dead walls) which may need design enlivenment. For these blank surfaces a treatment by means of greenery / graphics / colour patterns may be developed to mellow down the dead surfaces. 
Ideas discussed were:
a) Creating a planter trough at the retail buildings roof and plant appropriate creepers / climbers and cover the blank surfaces with low maintenance greenery. 
b) Create a thematic graphical or sculptural element on the surfaces, which runs along the central avenue at appropriate visual height. The insertion of simple kinetic sculptures may be explored.
4. The MLCP blocks punctuate the urban fabric at intervals in all sectors. The facades of these blocks should be explored for expressing urban art. The facades of these blocks (visible from within and outside the city) can act as markers and artistic reliefs, rather than appearing as utility blocks.
5. Integrating the street furniture, cul-de-sac pedestrian areas, bus stops in the common continual theme expressed from the horizontal to the vertical surfaces.

Way Forward:
1. Generate typical and strategic 3D simulations of the planned urban fabric and volumetrics, from walking and driving view points, to identify areas that need design interventions – PBB + KAPL.
2. Prepare a design intent document that captures the conceptual design interventions with the agreed scope and extent – PBB + KAPL + Lodha Design.
3. Short listing of artist/s to take up the design intent and further develop the overall theme and detailed design interventions – PBB + KAPL + Lodha Design.
4.  To carry out Building elevation colour studies with two options (a)    Project wise variation in colour palette as per the elevational variations; (b)   with the base colour same for all buildings, skin elements can be highlighted in different colours
5. A Palava Art Initiative group / team may be setup which evaluates, guides the exercise and helps conclude the scheme / interventions. This initiative can steer the art aspect of the evolving urbanscape in further sectors and the city development holistically. KAPL and PBB to suggest artists for being part of the group.
6. Install a full section mock-up of the Central spine road to review the look and feel of the avenue and do modifications / insertions where felt necessary.
7. Post finalisation of cluster courtyard landscape design scheme and finishing details, install mock-up of the same for review.
